


Dear Friends,

At the outset, let me take this opportunity to wish each one of you a happy and a blessed New
Year. December, 06 marked one year of our operations. We couldn’t be more grateful to God
and to each one of you for your prayers and support. Depending on God for our needs has
strengthened our faith and rejuvenated our desire to serve more. Aswe look forward to the
new year, it is our prayer that our passion remains strong. God Bless. Ruby Nakka

A WORTHY EFFORT:

1.

Two years ago | met Lynda of Midwest of the United States in an online adoption support group.
Never met her but had been communicating since and became good friends. She has three biological
children and isin the process to adopt a child from India. She doesn’'t work but makes small
handicrafts at home to raise money for her adoption. Husband’s income barely meets all other needs.
During my wife's recent visit to the US, Sam stayed at our friend' s place. She received a packet from
Lynda. Her effort and the content was what took us by surprise. She sent very appropriate two small
Tamil children’s books because sheread it in our previous newsl etter that we are looking for
someone to donate them. She has never seen Tamil fonts before but was able to do the entire search
online and send them in time for Sam to receiveit. This gesture reminded me of aBible versein
Mark 12: 43-44. Thank you Lyndafor your sacrificia giving.

During the above mentioned visit of Sam to the US, Jayanthi Subramaniam of Dallas, TX (featured in
our last newsletter) visited Sam and sent gifts to the HOPE House kids. Thank you Jayanthi.

On December 2™ we received our first volunteer (Sarah) from the United States to visit the HOPE
House. Sarah stayed with us for two weeks and she has surprised us on many fronts. She belongsto
Southcrest Baptist Church in Lubbock, TX and she coordinated with the church to bring lot of things
for the kids. Her friends wrote individual letters to the HOPE House kids. She brought two suitcases
full of giftsand limited her entire personal belongings just to a backpack. She ate typical Indian food
(like Indians do with their fingers) and wore Indian clothes the entire time. HOPE House kids |oved
her and were sad to see her go. Thank you Sarah for your kindness in action.

Department of Emergency Medicine of Christian Medical College and Hospital (CMCH) had invited
us for their Christmas party on December 16th. They gave each child a much needed trunk box to
keep their belongings and then Santa Clause literally showered them with gifts that some of our little
one' s needed help to carry them. What touched us the most was what we heard from the head of the
department who said that the entire effort was financed by two non-Christian doctors. That truly
made our Christmas season. Thank you for your genuine love.

On December 28", we had three teenagers (Joe, Hephzie and Sabitha) visit the HOPE House with
their families. Joe visited the HOPE House exactly a year ago and he made a commitment to himself
then that he will visit the HOPE House often with more people. Well....he convinced his sister and a
cousin a year later, they came, played with our children and brought lot of snacks for them. What
moved us was that their families encouraged them to raise their own funds for the food and they
worked hard to make this interaction aworthy one. Thank you Joe, Hephzie and Sabitha.



SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM: Beginning January 1% of 2007, HOPE House is launching a sponsorship
program where one can choose to sponsor an individual child. Thiswill help our children to receive |etters,
and photos etc to claim as their own apart from help to pursue education. We want to make use of
technology to the maximum to enable our sponsors to interact with the children. If you or anyone that you
know of would be interested in our sponsorship program, please do write to us at
indiahopehouse@gmail.com and we will send the information to you.

USA VOLUNTEERSVISITING: Southcrest Baptist Church in Lubbock, TX of USA is planning to bring
ateam of volunteersto visit the HOPE House in July/ August of 07. They would like to include few
volunteers from other churches in Lubbock and if you' re interested, please contact Southcrest’s youth pastor
Mr. Dusty Thompson at dustyt@southcrest.org for more details.

HOPE HOUSE WORK FEATURED: HOPE House was featured in two English and local dailiesin
November. Our work was featured in The Hindu (on November 11™) and Indian Express (on November
22" apart from being featured in Dhinamni (on November 23').

ADOPTION SEMINAR CONDUCTED: As part of our effort to celebrate adoption awareness month in
November, HOPE House conducted an adoption seminar in partnership with Christian Medical College &
Hospital (CMCH) in Vellore. Apart from Dr. Aloma Lobo, former Chairperson of CARA (Central Adoption
Resource Agency) of the Government of India being the keynote speaker, we had a lawyer, adoptive families
and an adult adoptee speak to about 50 very active participants. We distributed alot of relevant literature to
the participants.

One positive outcome out of this seminar was that the Department of Reproductive Medicine of CMCH has
asked the Nakka' s to counsel infertile couples that have exhausted the medical options to conceive. So far
we have been called to counsel two couples. Currently we are in the process to make the adoption relevant
literature translated into the regional languages to help people of different regions of India. Our counseling
services are provided at no charge.

ANNUAL/CHRISTMASPARTY: HOPE House celebrated it's Annual day/ Christmas party on
December 9. We invited several of our well wishers and the HOPE House kids performed dances and a
skit. They also received gifts that our volunteer Sarah brought from the United States.

CHILDREN EXCELLED: Many of our children have done exceedingly well in academics. Some have
scored first and second ranksin their classes in term exams and to say the least, they are very proud of their
achievement and attribute their success to their in-house tutor (Ms. Shanthi) who isfirm yet loving. Two of
our girls (Bommi and Sujatha) have won first and second prizes at the church for their effort in memorizing
Bible verses. They received a certificate of recognition for their achievement.

CHRISTMAS DAY BASH: On Christmas day, children wore new clothes that were donated by Mohanrg
family of Ranipet and our children opened their presents that they received at the Christmas party of the
Department of Emergency Medicine of CMCH.




VISITATIONS: More than anything, HOPE House appreciates the TIME that people are willing to spend

with our children because not very often they get to spend quality time with others other than our staff.
HOPE House recognizes and appreciates the effort of the following people for their willingness to spend

time.
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10.

11.

David and Deepa Samuel of Bangalore visited the HOPE House on October 1%. They interacted and
brought snacks for the children.

Mrs. Jean Jepegnanam and Karpagam of Katpadi visited the HOPE House on October 7. They
brought their guitar to entertain the kids apart from teaching new songs.

Mr. Vivek Gavaskar of Bangalore visited the HOPE House on October 13™.

A local businessman Mr. Anand came and interacted with the children and brought snacks.

Mr. Sujant Anbu and his family of Gandhinagar came by to celebrate their teenage son’ s birthday on
November 12" with the HOPE House children. They interacted and brought snacks to them.

A group of young Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy students of Christian Medical College
and Hospital (call themselves as “ Friends of HOPE”) visited the HOPE House on December 2™ to
bring Christmas message. They did skits, taught songs, puppet show, dances, and had ot of
interaction with our kids. At the end, they gave gifts and snacks.

Dr. John Thomas of Lubbock, TX visited the HOPE House on December 13™.

Mrs. Padmini Prasad and her friends visited the HOPE House on December 17" bri nging Christmas
greetings to our children. They interacted extensively and brought snacks.

Prayer group of Christ Church brought Christmas greetings along with gifts and snacks on
December 18™.

Community nurses association of CMCH visited the HOPE House on December 23", They brought
greetings, gifts and snacks.

Ladies from the Inner Wheel (of Rotary) of Vellore visited the HOPE House, interacted and brought
snacks for the Mr. Ruby Nakka
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HOPE House employs four in-
house staff: a warden, cook, tutor
and a male assistant. Warden and
the cook are required to eat the
same food as the children.

36% of HOPE House children are () +4m) *x"op . & -
AIDS affected

Writeto usto us at
All the children attend public indiahopehouse@gmail.com to get to

school where they are provided know about becoming a sponsor.
\ with uniform, books, and Iunch./ \\ /

If you'retouched by our message and inspired to
support us, please follow the details below

If you'relivingin the US: Address your payments to “HOPE House International” and mail them to |

HOPE House International (HOPE House International is anon profit organization in the US
P.O.Box: 7438 (501c3) and your contributions are tax deductible maximum
Chico, CA —95927-7438 allowed by the US law)

If you'relivingin India: Address your paymentsto “The HOPE House” and mail them to

The HOPE House
16/28, 25" East Cross Road
Gandhinagar
Vellore - 632006

(The HOPE House is anon profit organization in India (80G) and
your contributions are tax deductible maximum allowed by the
Indian law)



